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1123 May 20, 1021. 

FINANCIAL STATISTICS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENTS 

OF HEALTH. 

The accompanying tabular statement showing the financial sta- 
tistics of the various State departments of health, was compiled by 
Dr. C. St. Clair Drake, director of public health, State of Illinois, 
secretary of the Conference of State and Provincial Health Authori- 
ties of North America. It has been prepared by Dr. Drake from 
data presented by him at the Conference of State and Provincial 
Health Authorities held at Washington, D. C, May 24-25, 1920. 

There are obvious difficulties involved in using the health appro- 
priations for purposes of comparison. For example, because of the 
different fields of activity that are included in health work in the 
various States, and the consequent different uses to which the 
appropriations are put, strictly comparable data relative to the 
health appropriations would necessitate a very careful analysis. 
Also, it has been contended that, in computing rates for the State 
of New York, the population of New "York City, over which the State 
authorities have no jurisdiction, should have been eliminated. Dr. 
Drake states that, although this contention is not without merit, 
such a rule would have to be followed in other States, and the popula- 
tion of Chicago eliminated in the Illinois computations, Boston 
from the figures for Massachusetts, etc.. and that it is his opinion 
that the figures should stand as presented. 
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